t Amatruda, quality control of
Paper is rigorously performed
sheet by sheet on the upper floor
of the mill, with the aid

of natural light. Opposite page:
the ancient paper mill

on the River Canneto (in the
area known as the

Valley of the Mills) as it appears
to those coming

from the centre of Amalfi.
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Amalfi. Ferdinando Amatruda and his son
Luigino (the same "Don Luigr™ who,1n has
later years, was highly rev ered ar nong the
most E?-‘Ophb‘ilu..".:t‘ﬁ p:bl?b“ ors) SUC ‘::ﬂ..:';:}...i in
keeping the family activity alive thanks to 2
P'{I‘Eh_‘lﬂ.lr white paper known as “5:‘"1;'5_'{;1".
W vas widely used by pastry shops :z"r

Southem Italy, as well as ..,j. law firms. Ever

today, at the zenith of email :.J‘:E. ebooks, 1t
1S not easy to keep afloat; but luckaly; luxury
books and w :':"1.."‘.1_“_5.1‘.‘.‘:; announcements have
replaced Sicilian desserts and ‘a;:i folders
Don Luigi's daughter, Antonietta, carries
on the hu“mh' trade with philological ngour,
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who have been associated with paper pro
duction since the 15th cf:._u::j.: *

Antonietta is ably assisted by her siste
Teresa, her mwmer—:n-l::.w I ucio and her
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nephew Giuseppe Amendola, as well as
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by a handful of employees who have been
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st
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s (FBambagina ,
paper was m&de from rags | Bam 2
here). Now, as then,
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of the Amalf: | "1111"6 nd through the Valle

det Mulini is used to pz‘ﬂducf 3 cotton or
cellulose pulp ¢ simost without 1:11;;3151&::35.
Also bearing witness to the many Centures
of the mills activity are the ancient stone

tubs, called vats, into which the water was
conveyved by opening a stopper that was
linked to a chain; the water Howing into
the vat moved a wheel that put into motion
a transmission shaft attached to a spiked
wooden mallet that pounded and reduced
the rags to pulp. Today, as centuries ago,
the artisans make the sheets of paper and
determine their grammage by dipping a
mould called “cassio” (a th1ck net of bronze
wires with a wooden frame of maritime pine
and a watermark in the middle) into the
vat. The pulp sticks to the mould forming
a sheet, which the “ponitore” (literally the
me.1 ) transfers onto felt, and the process

repeated to form a pile of sheets alternated
to felt. This pile 1s then pressed to remove
excess water. The drying phase takes place
in large, 19th-century airing rooms known
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This page, from top: special
oven with frames:;

removal of an impurity during
quality control.

Opposite page: an artisan
who has been employed

at the Amatruda paper mill

since 1990 dips

the mould in the vat containing

the pulp; he then removes
the sheet from the bronze grid

and places itonto the felt.
The watermarks are visible

on the moulds.




This page, from top: the airing
rooms ("'Spandituro™

with the frames (“tese™)

where the sheets

were traditionally hung to dry;
examples of Amatruda's

rich production. Opposite page:
a view of the oldest room

in the mill with the 19th-century
cylinder mould machine

and, in the background, the
stool with the felts and

the mallet that was used for
smoothing,

as “Spandituro”, located at the top of the
building, where the necessary ventilation
1S guaranteed by bie windows.

The characteristic frames. or
of galvanised iron wire whe
sheets were hung to dry are now aided by
the warm air produced in special ovens,
also fitted with frames. Traditionally, the

m-.muﬂwmring process also included the
addition of a

glue obtained from k oiled
animal hides, a Special pressing phase and
the final Smoothing of the pﬁpm* with g
Smooth-headed hammer (0" maglietto™).

natruda employs g variety of production
methods with m '

S achines that come
many different

“tese’, made
re the da mp

.ﬁ_‘mn

a8, and the rooms of the
* compendium on the

APEr ndustry, from the
Ovation k

Paper mill are Jjke
evolution of the D

lfth-ccntury Inn NOWN as the

s 4 > which had a wheel fit-
“Hollander beater , which had a wheel

1 ! N S ™ 9 Lm 3
ted with metal blades that beat the rags

:1'-:\ to the cylinder mould m:.whin;ﬁ tha}f
was introduced in the 19th century. 1his
paper making machine \\':.1::}1;15;}-;1 on ic
1‘*1‘5.}1..:.1}‘1:: of manual pwducnmh 1‘;“_pl:.h::1ﬂg
the mould with 2 cvlinder rh:..u: had a sim-
ilar net of bronze wire and \}'Hh which 1t
was possible to pn.jducr: continuous sht:e.b‘
that were laid on telt, pressed by means of
a granmite roll and gathered by a wooden
“mallet”. Although Amatruda possesses an
original cvlinder mould machine in 1Iron,
today the paper mill opts for a more recent
version, which differs from the 19 th-century
machine in the steel structure (more reliable
than the iron one, reducing impurities on the
sheets), in the vibrating screen that replaces
the sedimentation tank and. above all, 1n the
production of single sheets, thus avoiding
unnatural fraying due to tearing,

As a result, Amatruda can make paper in a
Vast range ot formats (from business cards
to 70 x 100 cm sheets) to a standard of
quahity that is almost beyond compare, as
ascertained by philo:‘:a‘sphcr and politician
Massimo Cacciari. who knows something
about paper and books... Pure white sheets of
paper that speak cloquently of the land where

they saw the hght of day, with its nature, 1ts

waters and its hand cratting heritage stem-
tung directly from

1e ttmes when Amalfi's
merchants learned the technique from the
Arabs, around a millennium ago, who in
turn picked up the secrets of paper as they
travelled along the boundless trade routes of
Asia, It is only a pity that Antonietta Ama-
truda and her ﬁmlil"}'" do not sell the special
:-‘:l}.r:cts they make adding into the mixture the
wWildHowers (borage, elder, Snapdragon, onion
ﬂt\\\-‘ti'-r:: with a tm‘itht:r-otl}warl effect...) that
are picked in N lay in the woods surrounding
the mill.,, Well perhaps they may reconsider!
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